CHAPTER VI

ELDER STATESMAN

)lNCE THIS IS OUR FIRST CABINET MEETING, I'D LIKE

to outline my fundamental policies."

Premier Saionji was speaking from the head of a long table in the
'cabinet room' of his official residence at Nagata-cho.

On the Premier's right sat the Minister of Justice, Matsuda the eld-
est among the group and chief strategist of the Seiyukai Party. On his
left was die Minister of Home Affairs, Kara, the Party's field general.
These three Seiyukai men were the central figures in the Administra-
tion.

Saionji first addressed the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Kato, the
son-in-law of the founder of the Mitsubishi Financial House: "Minister
Kato, I want you to negotiate an agreement with Russia to confirm our
neighborly relations, especially with respect to our mutual rights re-
sulting from the Portsmouth Peace Treaty so that we may eradicate
the bad memories of the last war."

He went on: "And sound out France on an agreement to support
the peace and welfare of China. We want to maintain the status quo
and the territorial rights of both the French Republic and the Nip-
ponese Empire in the Far East. The third major task I'd like to lay on
your shoulders is the problem involving us and the United States.
There have been rumors of agitation against the Japanese immigrants
on the Pacific Coast. It has been and still is hard to deal with the prob-
lem. It is a local one, but the trouble is increasing and something must
be done. The wisest thing we can do is to propose to the Washington
Government that we enter into an arbitration treaty under which the
signatories would refer to the Hague International Tribunal any dis-
putes arising between the two countries.

"The next matter concerns the Departments of Home Affairs arid
of Justice. I am speaking of the control and suppression of the Social-
ists. The previous Cabinets took extreme measures against them, but
we'll reverse that attitude. I noticed that there is something worth
while listening to in their contentions. Minister Hara, I wish you
would instruct the police authorities to grant permission, if the Sdciat- .
ist group should present a petition to form a political party,, as with,
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